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Minecraft is one of this generation's most innovative and immersive games, and for good reason. Its open-world nature has allowed for creativity and modifications to an extent that is unfathomable. As well, the voxel graphics style, while meant to be simple, has become a compelling style in its own right. It's much the same way that pixel art rose to
prominence as a beloved art style because people grew up on it and fell in love with the limitations of its simplicity. Voxel art is the modern generation's pixel art. Between these two big factors, there's been plenty of room for game developers to try and make games that capitalize on Minecraft's trendiness. From games that try to put new
perspectives on Minecraft, to ones that just use the voxel art in interesting ways, here are 10 Minecraft-inspired games to check out. This is perhaps the arch-example of what a 2D Minecraft game can be. The game is a bit more structured than Minecraft, as it's a lot more about exploring the world and discovering its secrets, even fighting off bosses
when necessary. It's kind of like a Metroidvania, in that you're getting character upgrades and whatnot, but in the construct of a Minecraft-style survival-crafting game. So you'll be mining and building a house but in service of advancing the game. You can't talk about Minecraft without talking about Telltale's episodic narrative take on the franchise.
They do a great job at putting people into the world, with a universe that feels authentic to the original game. The original game is great for how it creates this open world with an emergent narrative from players' creations, but it's fun to explore someone else's story in that world. And while Telltale has a definitive style at this point with their games,
seeing how they approach it is well worth the discovery. Foursaken Media It's a trend we're seeing more and more in games where games are interpolating Minecraft elements, namely its construction and creativity aspects, and implementing them into different genres. Block Fortress is an interesting amalgamation because it combines Minecraft-
esque building and visual stylings. But it's also something of a tower/castle defense game, as you build your base with the best defenses possible. And then you go into a shooter mode to help take out the enemies that are coming after you. This and the sequel are well worth checking out if you want some voxelly Minecraft-style action but with
different objectives. Also check out the expanded sequel Block Fortress: War. Another great 2D crafting game, this one skews a lot closer to Minecraft than Terraria thanks in part to its voxel visuals and more traditional survival-crafting, open-world focus. But where it differs from Terraria is that you can actually play this one online with other people.
You can open your own shops in your world, and with items like the glass, you can create some amazing structures. The game also uses more of a management style of gameplay, as you can give multiple characters different commands to help build out and expand your world. This one stands on its own if you want a good mobile crafting game. This
game first saw release around the time Minecraft: Pocket Edition first released, but is notable for being built for mobile from the ground up instead of being a mobile adaptation of a PC game. But it's been particularly impressive as a game that has been developed by a small team and has seen many of the features of the full Minecraft game as an
indie product. While it lacks multiplayer, its changelog reveals a ton of features in this game. And there's nifty functionality like sharing and backing up worlds via file or Dropbox upload. And if you are curious about the game, it has a free demo to peruse. Naquatic knows how to make games that have seemingly simple premises, but go way further
with them than you could possibly imagine. Take Guncrafter - it would be easy for this to just be a silly little game about building guns. But then you can take it onto fun shooting ranges to test it out and engage in competitions with other people to get the best gun-shooting action with lightning-quick matchmaking. Naquatic's MonsterCrafter sequel is
well worth checking out too. Some games use the Minecraft-esque visual style because it's an easy, appealing visual shorthand. Roofdog's 2D racer certainly is guilty of that, but it's not a low-quality game. Even just seeing it in motion with its bloom effects is evidence that there's a strong product in place here, it's just a game that looks like Minecraft.
But playing it reveals a fun 2D physics-based racer, as you navigate bumpy courses and try to stay upright and on the road. It also doesn't skimp on the creativity, as you can construct and upgrade the car of your choosing. It has a lot for Minecraft fans to enjoy in both familiarity and difference. 3Sprockets If Block Fortress intrigues you, and you
enjoy the blocky voxel style of Minecraft, but you want something more of a tower defense game, Cubemen might be more your speed. This actually combines tower defense with offensive strategy, as you must not only use units to defend your base but use your resources on offensive units who can take out your opponents. The levels are fun to play,
as they incorporate height in a way few other tower defense games even bother with. With fun multiplayer action, there's a lot to do here, and it's a great game if you want to branch far out from what Minecraft was about, while still maintaining that visual style you enjoy. Sometimes you want to build stuff with friends and go on adventures with them.
But sometimes you just want to lord over them as the king of the deathmatch. That's what Pixel Gun 3D provides, as you and an arena full of opponents run around complex Minecraft-style arenas, using a wide variety of weapons to blast each other with. And not only can you take part in 8-player deathmatches, but you can also do 4-player survival co-
op with friends as well. This has been perhaps the most popular Minecraft-inspired shooter, and for good reason, it's a fun game. This is a curious 2D Minecraft-inspired game that focuses on creativity, as you use various types of sands and different elements to construct creative scenes. But it's the limited canvases that you have to work with that
help make The Sandbox so unique: instead of an expansive world, you have pretty much just one screen to work with to make your own fascinating ideas. It's a game that expanded so much from its original limited utility to a far more expansive game with over 200 elements in the game, and with regular updates. If you like Minecraft but want
something that has you express your creativity in new ways, this is for you. Thanks for letting us know! Get the Latest Tech News Delivered Every Day Subscribe Tell us why! Source: Mojang Studios (Image credit: Source: Mojang Studios)Usually, it would be considered blasphemy in the video games industry to consider any singular game "the
greatest ever." After all, everybody's gaming preferences and opinions differ, and being able to play and enjoy anything out of the incredibly vast universe of awesome games is part of what makes being in this hobby so special. Still, out of the thousands of games that have been released and loved by its players, Minecraft makes the most compelling
case for indisputably earning that title.That's not to say that Mojang Studios or Minecraft is perfect, as nothing truly is. At the end of the day, though, Minecraft has proved over and over that it's far more than just a video game, and that looks are ultimately deceiving.Minecraft is in a category of its ownSource: Mojang Studios (Image credit: Source:
Mojang Studios)Initially released to the world in 2009 as an ambitious project from a small indie team, Minecraft sought to combine a collection of half-baked ideas in the video games industry into the quintessential creative survival sandbox game. Over a decade later, Mojang Studios has grown exponentially larger under Microsoft's wing, evolving
far beyond anyone believed it would when it originally launched.Frankly, it would be easy for me to assert that Minecraft deserves to be described as one of the best Xbox games and best PC games solely on its merit as a video game, but Minecraft has expanded beyond that reach to become a platform of creativity, education, and inclusivity.Source:
Windows Central | Zachary BoddylIce and Fire: Dragons mod in Minecraft: Java Edition. (Image credit: Source: Windows Central | Zachary Boddy)Today, the original Minecraft game exists as two separate versions, with so much hidden just below the surface. The first is Bedrock Edition, which exists on every platform imaginable, including Xbox Game
Pass on consoles, and features full cross-play and cross-save support through your Microsoft account. It also empowers creators and lets the Minecraft community support each other with the ever-growing Minecraft Marketplace, which is filled with new ways to play and customize.Minecraft is a platform of creativity, education, and
inclusivity.Minecraft: Bedrock Edition also includes an offshoot known as Minecraft: Education Edition, which is a legitimately powerful educational tool used by thousands of schools and institutions all over the world. When you're not learning in school, Minecraft Realms allow groups of players to rent private dedicated servers, granting long-lasting
and expansive worlds no matter who's playing or where.On the other hand, Minecraft: Java Edition is the legacy version of Minecraft that exists only on PC, macOS, and Linux devices. The Java Edition sacrifices cross-platform compatibility and modern features in exchange for full mod support, which gives players near-endless ways to play Minecraft
exactly the way they want to. There are thousands of mods for Minecraft: Java Edition, which range from the smallest changes like tweaking textures to full-blown game expansions like new maps and dragon breeding.The freedom of mods also extends to Minecraft: Java Edition's servers, which offer more control and support for far more players than
Bedrock Edition. Servers in Java Edition have supported entire communities for years, with some nearly counting as their own individual games. Other servers exist with a purpose that comfortably exists outside Minecraft "the game" and enters all-new territories.The Minecraft brand has also evolved to include new projects like Minecraft Dungeons
and countless partnerships and collaborations, appearances in pop culture, and the huge amount of merchandise. Nowadays, Minecraft isn't just a video game: it's a creative sandbox, a survival adventure, an educational tool, a social platform, a community. Entire studios and talented individuals make their living through Minecraft; organizations and
groups can use Minecraft to spread their messages, and friends and strangers alike can connect through Minecraft no matter the distance between them. Minecraft can bring out the best of humanity's creativity and ingenuity.Mojang Studios knows what it haslt's not enough to talk about what Minecraft has accomplished and what it's capable of
without the statistics to back it up. With over 238 million copies sold, according to Mojang, Minecraft is hands-down the best-selling game in the world. For a game to achieve over 100 million copies sold is a momentous feat that only a tiny handful of games have accomplished, and Minecraft has rocketed past that into significant milestone after
milestone. GTA V is the next best-selling game with over 140 million copies sold across two console generations, marking a distant second.The gap between these two gargantuan games is substantial, but even more impressive is how Minecraft still boasts of a highly active community. In Feb. 2021, Minecraft had over 139 million active players. That's
nearly as much as GTA V has sold across its entire lifetime.These recent numbers are in stark contrast to lingering comments from internet trolls that "Minecraft is dead." While Minecraft certainly fell in popularity after the collapse of YouTube's "golden era" of gaming videos and let's plays, the game persevered and broke countless records even
without the public eye, and now enjoys all-time highs for player numbers, sales, and revenue.Recent updates like the Caves and Cliffs Update have attracted tremendous amounts of engagement from the Minecraft community, with even the smaller 1.17 Caves and Cliffs Update Part One that just released going viral online. Whatever your opinions on
Minecraft, this game has never been farther from "death."The Minecraft community comes togetherSource: Mojang Studios (Image credit: Source: Mojang Studios)Mojang Studios is the faithful creator of Minecraft and its related products, and is positively massive compared to its humble beginnings all those years ago. In 2014, Mojang Studios was
acquired by tech behemoth Microsoft, and has continued to expand its team with some of the most talented developers in the world.But additionally, a game is nothing without its player base, and Minecraft has one of the largest out there. Minecraft's players can't be called anything but a community, as they help make Minecraft better by testing
Minecraft: Bedrock Edition betas and Minecraft: Java Edition snapshots, submitting feedback on discovered issues and desired additions, creating original content to support, enhance, and even change the original Minecraft experience, and connecting to their fellow Minecraft fans through social platforms, forums, YouTube, and (of course) Minecraft
itself.The many faces of MinecraftSource: Rock the Vote | Sid Lee (Image credit: Source: Rock the Vote | Sid Lee)Minecraft enables countless creators to support themselves and their families. People create new content for Minecraft through the Minecraft Marketplace, mods, or servers and streamin, and Minecraft videos still garner millions of
collective views. Minecraft provides the tools and means to accomplish amazing things. I'm one of these lucky people, as my job as "Minecraft Expert" has improved my life in several immeasurable ways."Mojang Studios has created a platform that is making a tangible social impact all over the world, especially in education."It's not just monetary gain,
however, that draws the Minecraft community to the game. Minecraft has been repurposed countless times to mind-boggling effect. The Uncensored Library, for example, gives disenfranchised groups in oppressed countries access to censored media and journalism. Build the Vote sought to educate young and future voters by teaching them about the
voting process and some of the most pressing issues facing their generation. College students hosted virtual graduation ceremonies in Minecraft in place of a physical event during the pandemic. Girls in Sweden use Minecraft to design improvements for their local communities, which can lead to real-world changes and effects. Autcraft is a server
that provides a safe place for children with autism to socialize and make friends."Mojang Studios has created a platform that is making a tangible social impact all over the world, especially in education," said Allison Matthews, head of Minecraft: Education edition. "I am so inspired by student designs for sustainable villages, girls who are empowered
to learn to code, and educators who teach lessons on digital citizenship and mindfulness, all in the game!"Beyond the more noble uses for Minecraft, the game's community has unleashed their creative potential with all the force of a thousand hurricanes. Players regularly showcase their Minecraft builds, from massive and realistic depictions of
fictional locations and real-world landmarks to complicated and ridiculous redstone contraptions, Minecraft's creative tools give you full freedom to do whatever you want.Source: BlockWorksBlockWorks Studio (Image credit: Source: BlockWorks)I've previously written about BlockWorks Studio, a full-blown game studio that has built many beautiful
experiences in Minecraft like the aforementioned Uncensored Library, the "10 Years of Minecraft" anniversary world, and an interactive music experience with Discourse.You can also explore Hogwarts in a complete Harry Potter RPG built inside of Minecraft, play the original DOOM, participate in virtual music concerts, and discover other endless
new experiences in Minecraft. And this only scratches the surface.Minecraft changes livesSource: Nick Sutrich | Windows Central (Image credit: Source: Nick Sutrich | Windows Central)The Minecraft community is incessantly regaled with tales of massive builds and bigger-than-life achievements all built inside of their favorite games, but people of
all ages, shapes, and sizes play and love Minecraft. I turned to my admittedly tiny Twitter circle to gather tales of how Minecraft has improved the lives of every day people. As huge as Minecraft is, the effects it has had on people are even greater.One of the biggest recurring themes I saw from people responding to my initial query was playing with
their children. Minecraft spans age groups and provides an accessible experience for even the youngest new gamers while letting veteran players enjoy the creativity and world on offer. So many parents are spending valuable time with their children by playing with them in Minecraft, which lets them witness their creative sides in action.My daughter
is a little bit too young to grasp how to play video games fully, but even she can't get enough of awkwardly walking around Minecraft (usually looking directly up or down) while her mom builds around her. I genuinely can't wait until she's big enough to master the controller and explore Minecraft to its fullest, even if she'll inevitably become better
than me at Minecraft within days of playing.Source: Windows Central (Image credit: Source: Windows Central)Minecraft is at its best when you play with others.Related were multiple stories of couples who either came together through Minecraft, or regularly visit Minecraft together over years and years. Once again, I can relate to this. My partner
and I have poured potentially hundreds of hours in Minecraft together, spread across several different worlds that we occasionally visit with nostalgia goggles strapped on. My journey to turn her into a full-fledged gamer starts and end with Minecraft.Minecraft's cross-play capabilities also mean entire families can play together across multiple
devices, no matter where the family members are in the world. I also have seen tales of how Minecraft helped people and families stay connected over the pandemic and conquer boredom while locked inside during quarantine. It's even happened within Mojang itself."At Mojang we have a server where we can all connect and play together," Laura De
Llorens, senior game designer for Minecraft Dungeons, said, "We go looking for biomes to explore, build towns and Redstone contraptions, run from Ghasts in the Nether. There are adventures for every type of player, which makes it a great platform for staying in touch with friends from all over the world."Source: Windows Central (Image credit:
Source: Windows Central)It's not all about maintaining connections either. Minecraft also forms brand-new connections. People that meet through Minecraft can build relationships that last years. With all the different ways you can play Minecraft (locally or online), the possibilities are endless when connecting to others.Minecraft's longevity and
expertise at online connection also make for brilliant time capsules. Like I mentioned earlier, my partner and I will sometimes visit older worlds for a healthy blast from the past. Minecraft worlds can open portals directly into your past and help you recall fond memories with friends and families in a way that other multiplayer games simply can't.It's
abundantly clear that Minecraft's greatest strength, as far as its community is concerned, lies in its inherent ability to bring different people together all over the globe and across years. Despite having no story of its own, you can create your own story."One of the coolest things about Minecraft is it is your story, and you can do anything you want



within the game — which gives it appeal across all ages, cultures, genders — and it has given me a platform for creativity," Lydia Winter, chief storyteller at Mojang, told me. "This makes it so our global community takes Minecraft in places we would never have imagined — from using it in classrooms around the world, to building universities and
holding graduations, to using it for community participation with Block by Block."Minecraft is a game about evolutionSource: Mojang Studios (Image credit: Source: Mojang Studios)I've already written extensively about why Minecraft should be considered the greatest game ever made, but if we're being honest, I've only just touched the surface.
Minecraft's legacy is one of infinite stories of friendship, creativity, and inclusivity. Anybody can play Minecraft, and almost anybody can find something to love about it.Minecraft is more than a blocky survival game that lets you build things. It's Mojang Studios releasing update after update to add new features and improvements, all while listening to
its players, over a decade after Minecraft's debut. It's Minecraft's community endlessly creating inside and outside of Minecraft. It's over 10 years of history, stories, and legends wrapped up under one instantly recognizable name.Minecraft and Mojang Studios are far from perfect, of course. I've written about how Mojang Studios still often feels like
an indie studio, or how Minecraft on Xbox Series X|S is disappointing. Our Brendan Lowry recently wrote about how Minecraft's Survival Mode is in desperate need of change.That being said, one of the many factors that contribute to Minecraft's success is how it never stops evolving over time. Few games enjoy such consistent post-launch support as

Minecraft, and that support isn't ending any time soon. Constructive criticism is the parent of improvement, and Mojang is no stranger to that concept.It's all of this and more that comes together to create "Minecraft," and it's pretty amazing. Whether or not you personally love Minecraft or play it yourself, the effects it has on this awesome industry
are irrefutable and insurmountable. It's for these reasons that I firmly believe that Minecraft is certainly, absolutely, indubitably the greatest game ever made.
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